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Directory of Black/ 
African American Resources

NASTAD has long prioritized addressing racial and 
ethnic health disparities as an overarching goal of its 
work, setting the stage for forward movement toward 

policies and programs that seek to reduce health disparities and 
promote health equity in vulnerable, yet resilient populations.  
HIV/AIDS and viral hepatitis continue to have a devastating 
impact on domestic Black/African American communities, with 
one in 16 Black men and one in 30 Black women being 
diagnosed with HIV in their lifetime.  Most new HIV 
infections in the United States occur among men who have sex 
with other men and African American youth.  The National 
HIV/AIDS Strategy, introduced in 2010, provides the template 
for NASTAD’s on-going work with Black and African 
American communities.  NASTAD has worked with health 
departments and their community partners to develop and 
implement timely and relevant tools and resources to effectively 
address HIV/AIDS at the national, state and community levels.  

General objectives of NASTAD’s work to address health 
inequities include:

•	 Increase leadership and develop the programmatic skills of 
minority staff in state and local health departments;

•	 Develop policy and program recommendations that 
enhance state and local health departments’ response to 
racial and ethnic minority communities; 

•	 Encourage state and local health departments to enhance 
synergy with community stakeholders in order to share 
ideas and lessons-learned; 

•	 Examine challenges and barriers that health departments 
and communities face as they develop and administer 
effective programs targeting racial and ethnic minority 
communities; and

•	 Reduce stigma and create more culturally appropriate 
approaches to HIV/AIDS, viral hepatitis and sexually 
transmitted disease (STD) prevention, care and treatment 
activities through jurisdiction program examination.

NASTAD utilizes several mechanisms and mediums to 
communicate, inform, educate and collaborate with our health 
department staff and community partners serving Black/
African American communities including: 

•	 Peer-to-peer technical assistance;
•	 Technical assistance (TA);
•	 Surveys and program assessment;
•	 Meetings;
•	 Issue briefs and policy documents;
•	 Trainings; and
•	 Work groups, committees, and various listservs. 

The following is a comprehensive inventory of the resources 
available to health departments and community providers 
working with Black/African American communities.

African American Perspectives 

and Recommendations for 

State and Local AIDS Directors 

and Health Departments

The Tipping Point for HIV/AIDS Among  African Americans 

The Tipping Point for HIV/AIDS Among  Why we can’t wait:

2007 MONOGRAPH

http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/onap/nhas/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/onap/nhas/
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NASTAD provides national leadership to support health 
departments in achieving their programmatic goals 
through education, TA and capacity building assistance 
(CBA) based on peer-to-peer exchange of skills and experi-
ences.  NASTAD provides interactive TA with health 
departments to identify and remedy gaps in service capac-
ity and delivery.  Technical Assistance is tailored to a juris-
diction’s unique, identified need and takes the form of 
consistent and strategic exchange of resources with the 
jurisdiction through email, conference calls, webinars and/
or one or more site visits.  NASTAD is currently providing 
comprehensive TA, specific to Black or African/American 
communities, in over 17 city/states.  Examples of TA pro-
vided to date include:

•	 Assisting health departments identify and consider 
models to build the capacity of indigenous organiza-
tions serving Black/African American communities;

•	 Expanding HIV testing and linking newly diagnosed 
individuals into care;

•	 Sharing promising models to identify social and sexual 
networks and providing home-grown and tailored 
interventions; and

•	 Mobilizing people of color to effectively advocate for 
program scale-up at the federal, state and local levels 
of government.

Comprehensive Technical  
Assistance (TA):
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Technical Assistance Map 
NASTAD Technical Assistance Targeting Black/African American Populations 

Since 2007 

Meeting Summaries
Since 2007, NASTAD has convened several meetings and 
forums, specific to Black/African American communities. The 
meetings have been with health departments, national and fed-
eral partners and community representatives for the purpose of 
synthesizing barriers and facilitators to providing an effective 
response to HIV/AIDS and hepatitis as a public health issue.  
Key exchanges and ideas are encapsulated in meeting summa-
ries and provide useful information and insights on regions, 
topics and specific Black/African American populations.

•	 Midwest Regional Forum: African American Women 
and HIV/AIDS: Confronting the Crisis and Planning 
for Action (2007);

•	 Meeting of National Partners to Address HIV/AIDS in 
African American Communities (2007);

•	 Black Gay Men/MSM HIV/AIDS: Confronting the Cri-
sis and Planning for Action (2008);

•	 Southeast Regional Forum: African American Women 
and HIV/AIDS: Confronting the Crisis and Planning 
for Action (2009); and

•	 Black Gay Men and HIV/AIDS: Evaluating Our Prog-
ress to Reverse the Epidemic (2010).

Minority Leadership  
Program (MLP):
In 2010, NASTAD launched a year-long Minority Leadership 
Program intended to build the leadership and management 
skills of junior to mid-level racial/ethnic minority staff in state 
and local health department HIV/AIDS and viral hepatitis pro-
grams.  The program modules include:  concepts of leadership 
and vision; public health management and human resource 
management; understanding and promoting cultural diversity 
in the workplace; programmatic strategic planning; communi-
cation (including building and supporting teams, conflict reso-
lution, working with the media and messaging/presentation); 
advocacy and coalition building and community planning.  The 
curriculum includes a thorough grounding in public health and 
HIV/AIDS and provides an opportunity to build knowledge in 
program areas complimentary to participants’ existing expertise.

Work groups and Listservs:
NASTAD utilizes work groups and committees (comprised  
of health department prevention, care and treatment, and  
viral hepatitis program staff ), networking groups (comprised  
of HIV/AIDS community stakeholders) and a variety of 
listservs to advance Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities 
(REHD) priorities. 

http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/20071115_RF%20AA%20Women%20Summary_FINAL.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/20071115_RF%20AA%20Women%20Summary_FINAL.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/20071115_RF%20AA%20Women%20Summary_FINAL.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/20071025_meeting%20summary.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/20071025_meeting%20summary.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2008425_SUMMARY%20COMPLETE%2014%20APRIL%202008.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2008425_SUMMARY%20COMPLETE%2014%20APRIL%202008.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2009430_NASTAD%20RF%20summary%20final%20draft.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2009430_NASTAD%20RF%20summary%20final%20draft.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2009430_NASTAD%20RF%20summary%20final%20draft.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2010823_BGM%20Meeting%20Summary%20-%20082310.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2010823_BGM%20Meeting%20Summary%20-%20082310.pdf
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•	 Youth Issue Brief 1: HIV/AIDS: Crisis among Young Black 
and Latino Gay Men and Other Men Who Have Sex 
with Men (MSM) 

•	 African American Women’s Issue Brief No. 1: The Land-
scape of HIV/AIDS Among African American Women in 
the United States 

•	 African American Women’s Issue Brief No. 2: Black 
Women and HIV/AIDS: Findings from Southeast 
Regional Consumer and Provider Focus Group Inter-
views

•	 Black MSM Issue Brief No. 1: Standing At the Crossroad 
of the HIV/AIDS Epidemic in the United States 

•	 Black MSM Issue Brief No. 2: Survey of Health Depart-
ment HIV Prevention Activities Directed Toward Black 
Men Who Have Sex with Men (MSM)

•	 Black MSM Issue Brief No. 3: Findings from Targeted 
Interviews on HIV Prevention Activities Directed Toward 
Black Men Who Have Sex With Men (MSM)

Issue Brief Series:
NASTAD’s issue briefs provide a succinct, easy to read discussion or summary of 
relevant topics or survey data.  Several issue briefs have been produced over the 
course of the last four years.  Here is a listing of issue briefs developed specific to 
Black/African American youth, women and men who have sex with men:

INTRODUCTION

In 2008, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released data underscoring the dev-astating impact of HIV/AIDS on Blacks and Latinos in the United States (U.S.).  While Black Americans comprise ap-proximately 12 percent of the total U.S. population, they comprise 46 percent of all new HIV infections in the U.S.1  Similarly, Latinos represent 15 percent of the U.S. population and make up 18 percent of all new infections.  

The National Alliance of State and  Territorial AIDS Directors (NASTAD) has long prioritized addressing racial and ethnic health disparities by influ-encing the direction of HIV/AIDS and viral hepatitis policy and by assisting health departments in improving the  effectiveness of programs targeting HIV/AIDS and viral hepatitis in minor-ity communities.  In 2005, NASTAD released a call to action entitled, A Turning Point: Confronting HIV/AIDS in African American Communities, to underscore the devastating impact of HIV/AIDS on Black Americans in the U.S. and to call on state and local health departments, community leaders, federal agencies and policy makers to strengthen their responses to this public 

health crisis.  Subsequent publications, Black MSM: Issue Briefs 1, 2 and  3, African American Women: The Landscape of HIV/AIDS among African American Women in the U.S., and a monograph, Why We Can’t Wait: The Tipping Point for HIV/AIDS among African Americans, further underscore the impact of HIV/AIDS on Blacks, provide a comprehen-sive analysis of relevant issues confront-ing each population and recommend steps for reducing the rates of infection in these communities.  

Additionally, in September 2008,  NASTAD released ¡Adelante!: Strength-ening the Response to HIV/AIDS and Viral Hepatitis in Latino Communi-ties which urges health departments, national organizations, federal partners and key community-based organizations and leaders to reaffirm commitments to providing a comprehensive approach to address health disparities in Latino communities.  This Call to Action serves as a springboard for enhanced activities targeting Latino communities, includ-ing Latino men who have sex with  men (MSM), in the U.S. 

This issue brief on youth—focused on young Black and Latino gay men and other MSM—will explore how to best 

engage youth as partners in combat-ing the HIV/AIDS, sexually transmit-ted disease (STD) and viral hepatitis epidemics in the U.S.  It is the first in a three-part series that will focus on youth and offer health department an opportunity to find answers in their efforts to engage young people in public health services.  This first issue brief will discuss specific youth populations most impacted by HIV/AIDS, STD and viral hepatitis, present a contextual framework in which disease prevention and care and treatment programs can be considered and offer a range of public health strategies for organizing and delivering services to young Black and Latino gay men and other MSM.

HIV/AIDS EPIDEMIC AND YOUNG BLACK AND LATINO GAY MEN AND OTHER MSMSince the late 1990s, HIV/AIDS sur-veillance data have shown that young Black and Latino gay men and other MSM are disproportionately affected by HIV/AIDS at an increasingly higher rate than other gay men and MSM.  With 53 percent of all new infections resulting from male-to-male sexual contact, men overall accounted for 73 percent of the total estimated new HIV infections in 2006.2  When viewed by 

youth 
Issue Brief No. 1

February 2009

HIV/AIDS: Crisis among Young Black  and Latino Gay Men and Other Men  Who Have Sex with Men (MSM)

INTRODUCTION

The National Alliance of State 
and Territorial AIDS Directors 
(NASTAD) has been analyzing 

health department programs targeting 
Black gay men/men who have sex with 
men (MSM) since 2005.  In February 
2006, NASTAD published Black MSM 
Issue Brief No. 1, Black Men Who Have 
Sex with Men (MSM)1 in response to 
data released by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) at the 
2005 National HIV Prevention 
Conference in Atlanta, GA, highlighting 
the HIV epidemic’s continued dispro-
portionate impact on Black MSM 
(BMSM).  A CDC-funded study of 
MSM conducted in five U.S. cities 
(Baltimore, Los Angeles, Miami, New 
York City, and San Francisco) between 
June 2004 and April 2005, showed that 

46 percent of BMSM tested were HIV-
positive, and 67 percent of these men 
were unaware of their status.  Issue Brief 
No. 1 focused not only on the alarming 
findings from the five-city study, but 
also provided a background on some of 
the issues facing BMSM, highlighted 
the components needed for effective 
prevention and treatment interventions 
for this population, and laid out recom-
mendations for health departments 
(HDs) to respond to the high rates of 
HIV infection among this population.

With input from members of the 
National Black Gay Men’s Advocacy 
Coalition (NBGMAC), NASTAD’s 
Executive Committee determined that an 
analysis of health department HIV pre-
vention activities directed toward BMSM 
was warranted. To facilitate this effort, 
NASTAD conducted a survey of state 
and directly funded local health depart-
ments.  The qualitative survey was 
designed to obtain jurisdiction-level (i.e., 
state- or city-level) epidemiological data 
on HIV prevalence and incidence among 
BMSM, assess the level of resources 
directed toward BMSM, and document 
prevention and related activities directed 
to this population.  The survey sought to 
identify barriers and facilitators associated 
with providing targeted HIV prevention 
services for BMSM.  Issue Brief No. 2, 
Survey of Health Department HIV 
Prevention Activities Directed Toward Black 
Men Who Have Sex With Men (MSM)2, 
released in February 2007, presented the 
findings from the analysis of the com-
pleted surveys.  

BLACK 
MSM 

Issue Brief No. 3

Findings from 
Targeted 

Interviews on 
HIV Prevention 

Activities 
Directed Toward 
Black Men Who 

Have Sex with 
Men (MSM)

May 2008Black Men Who Have Sex with Men (MSM)

Figure 1
NASTAD Targeted Interviews - Participating Jurisdictions

AL
AR

GA

ID

IL IN

KYMO

MT

NV

NH

OH

SC

SD

TX

VA

WY

OK

ME

MD

NJ

NY

OR

CO

LA

UT
CA KS

MS

FL

NM
AZ

ND

MN

IA

WI
MI

NE

WA

PA

NCTN

WV

VT

MA

RI

DE

CT

DC

African American Researchers’ Directory
The African American Researchers’ Directory is a “living 
document” of scientists/ researchers who perform work relevant 
to Black/African American populations and HIV/AIDS. This 
document is intended for:

•	 State and local health departments, CBOs and other HIV 
service providers to access researchers related to specific 
Black/African American populations; and

•	 Individuals looking for collaborative partners in research to 
define and develop effective, science-based interventions 
for Black/African American populations. 

Why We Can’t Wait: The Tipping Point for HIV/AIDS 
Among African Americans
NASTAD released this updated version of its 2001 African 
American Monograph in 2007.  The original document, “HIV/
AIDS:  African American Perspectives and Recommendations for 
State and Local Health Departments,” was released to increase 

synergy between the public health system and African American 
communities in order to halt the devastation of HIV/AIDS.  
Consistent with NASTAD’s updated strategic map and the 
overarching priority of addressing racial/ethnic health 
disparities, an ever-changing political landscape, and the advent 
of new technologies, this updated monograph seeks to further 
heighten the response to HIV/AIDS in African American 
communities by calling for coordinated and decisive action 
among health departments and the jurisdictions they serve.   

A Turning Point: Confronting HIV/AIDS in African 
American Communities 
In 2005, NASTAD released this Call to Action, which focuses 
attention on the devastating impact of HIV/AIDS on African 
Americans in the U.S., and calls on state and local health 
departments, African American leaders, federal agencies, and 
policy makers to strengthen their responses to this public health 
crisis.

Other Documents of Significance:

http://www.nastad.org/Docs/highlight/20091013_Youth%20Issue%20Brief%20No%201%20-%20UNSECURE.pdf
http://www.nastad.org/Docs/highlight/20091013_Youth%20Issue%20Brief%20No%201%20-%20UNSECURE.pdf
http://www.nastad.org/Docs/highlight/20091013_Youth%20Issue%20Brief%20No%201%20-%20UNSECURE.pdf
http://www.nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2008521_NASTAD%20African%20American%20Women's%20Issue%20Brief%20No.%201.pdf
http://www.nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2008521_NASTAD%20African%20American%20Women's%20Issue%20Brief%20No.%201.pdf
http://www.nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2008521_NASTAD%20African%20American%20Women's%20Issue%20Brief%20No.%201.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/201038_NASTAD%20final.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/201038_NASTAD%20final.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/201038_NASTAD%20final.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/201038_NASTAD%20final.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2007814_BMSM%20Issue%20Brief_No1.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2007814_BMSM%20Issue%20Brief_No1.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2007814_BMSM%20Issue%20Brief_No2.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2007814_BMSM%20Issue%20Brief_No2.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2007814_BMSM%20Issue%20Brief_No2.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2008521_NASTAD%20Black%20MSM%20Issue%20Brief%20No.%203.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2008521_NASTAD%20Black%20MSM%20Issue%20Brief%20No.%203.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2008521_NASTAD%20Black%20MSM%20Issue%20Brief%20No.%203.pdf
http://www.nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2009126_Directory%20of%20Researchers.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2007814_NASTAD2007monograph_lowres.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2007814_NASTAD2007monograph_lowres.pdf
http://nastaddemo.dedicated.advansiv.com/Docs/Public/Publication/2006113_NASTAD%20African%20American%20Monograph.pdf
http://nastaddemo.dedicated.advansiv.com/Docs/Public/Publication/2006113_NASTAD%20African%20American%20Monograph.pdf
http://nastaddemo.dedicated.advansiv.com/Docs/Public/Publication/2006113_NASTAD%20African%20American%20Monograph.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2007814_AA_Call2Action.pdf
http://nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2007814_AA_Call2Action.pdf
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Media Tools: 

NASTAD’s Black Gay Men’s Podcast Series:  
Connecting the Dots

NASTAD Podcast: BGM #1 
Part one explores the influences of identity, masculinity and 
femininity and sexual objectification and mystique of Black  
gay men. 
  
NASTAD Podcast: BGM #2 
Part two of the Connecting the Dots podcast series explores rac-
ism, gender identity and sexual roles.  
 
NASTAD Podcast: BGM #3  
Part three of the Connecting the Dots podcast series explores pop 
culture and media.  

NASTAD Podcast: BGM #4
Part four of the podcast series explores self-value and power and 
privilege, and will discuss how all issues covered in the podcast 
series work directly and indirectly to influence the health and 
wellness of Black gay men.

Street Conversations: Black Women’s  
Perspectives on HIV
In 2010 NASTAD released a video toolkit entitled, Street 
Conversations- Black Women’s Perspectives on HIV. In 2009, 
NASTAD distributed mini personal video recorders to mem-
bers located in selected southern jurisdictions to interview 
Black women in their community about the effects of HIV/
AIDS. The video highlights the perspectives of Black women in 
the south, and provides an opportunity for health department 
staff to engage and discuss relevant issues affecting Black 
women in their jurisdictions. This resource is intended to foster 
dialogue on strategies to better serve Black women in jurisdic-
tions. The toolkit consists of a ten minute video and a discus-
sion guide for the facilitator, which is ideal for a one-hour 
brown bag lunch time discussion.

Street Conversations-Gay Men and HIV/AIDS:  
Is Prevention Working?
NASTAD released the video toolkit Street Conversations-Gay 
Men and HIV/AIDS: Is Prevention Working in 2010.  In 
2010, NASTAD took to the streets and spoke to gay men 
about the effects of HIV/AIDS prevention. The video high-
lights the perspectives of gay men in Washington, DC, and 
provides an opportunity for health department staff to engage 
and discuss relevant issues affecting gay men in their jurisdic-
tions. This resource is intended to foster dialogue on strategies 
to better serve gay men in your jurisdiction. The toolkit con-
sists of a ten minute video and a discussion guide for the facili-
tator, which is ideal for a one-hour brown bag lunch time 
discussion.

HIV/AIDS and viral hepatitis continue to have a devastat-
ing impact on Black and African American communities and 
require our full commitment to change the tide of the epidem-
ics.  NASTAD remains steadfast and committed to providing 
accurate, timely and innovative ideas and solutions, including 
engaging in partnerships that foster and encourage collaboration 
and coordination in order to have a greater impact and com-
bine resources.  An example of this is the Statement of Urgency 
issued between NASTAD and the National Coalition of STD 
Directors (NCSD) in 2010.  The Statement of Urgency high-
lights and emphasizes the need for an aggressive response to the 
crisis of HIV/AIDS and STDs among gay and bisexual men of 
all races and ethnicities. 

For more information, contact a member of the Racial 
& Ethnic Health Disparities (REHD) Team:
Terrance Moore, Associate Director
Michelle Batchelor, Senior Manager
Francisco Ruiz, Senior Manager
Gary Jenkins, Manager
Lynn Shaull, Senior Associate
Jamaal Clue, Nicholas A. Rango Fellow

Tools to Advance Community Change is a full-day advo-
cacy training designed to provide strategies to engage deci-
sion-makers and foster community mobilization.  The 
training is also designed to:

•	 Direct specific actions toward coalition building for the 
purpose of influencing policy-makers to change health 
policies, positions and/or programs; 

•	 Build skills in policy education; 
•	 Increase the use of available data to inform the policy 

education process; and 
•	 Encourage effective policy education efforts. 

Tools to Advance Community Change: A Policy Training

http://nastad.wordpress.com/racial_ethnic_health_disparities/black-gay-men/
http://nastad.wordpress.com/racial_ethnic_health_disparities/black-gay-men/
http://nastad.wordpress.com/racial_ethnic_health_disparities/black-gay-men/
http://nastad.wordpress.com/2010/02/25/nastad-releases-part-4-of-podcast-focusing-on-black-gay-men/
file:///C:\Users\mbatchelor.NASTAD\Desktop\StreetConversations1.mov
file:///C:\Users\mbatchelor.NASTAD\Desktop\StreetConversations1.mov
link??
link??
http://www.nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2010719_June16%20Statement%20of%20Urgency%20-%20Final.pdf
mailto:tmoore@nastad.org
mailto:mbatchelor@nastad.org
mailto:fruiz@nastad.org
mailto:gjenkins@nastad.org
mailto:lshaull@nastad.org
mailto:jclue@nastad.org
http://www.nastad.org/Docs/highlight/2009126_Advocacy%20Training.pdf

