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Directory of Black/
African American Resources

ASTAD has long prioritized addressing racial and
‘ \ ‘ ethnic health disparities as an overarching goal of its

work, setting the stage for forward movement toward
policies and programs that seek to reduce health disparities and
promote health equity in vulnerable, yet resilient populations.
HIV/AIDS and viral hepatitis continue to have a devastating
impact on domestic Black/African American communities, with
one in 16 Black men and one in 30 Black women being
diagnosed with HIV in their lifetime. Most new HIV
infections in the United States occur among men who have sex
with other men and African American youth. The National
HIV/AIDS Strategy, introduced in 2010, provides the template
for NASTAD’s on-going work with Black and African
American communities. NASTAD has worked with health
departments and their community partners to develop and
implement timely and relevant tools and resources to effectively
address HIV/AIDS at the national, state and community levels.

General objectives of NASTAD’s work to address health
inequities include:

e Increase leadership and develop the programmatic skills of
minority staff in state and local health departments;

® Develop policy and program recommendations that
enhance state and local health departments’ response to
racial and ethnic minority communities;

e Encourage state and local health departments to enhance
synergy with community stakeholders in order to share
ideas and lessons-learned;

e Examine challenges and barriers that health departments
and communities face as they develop and administer
effective programs targeting racial and ethnic minority
communities; and

® Reduce stigma and create more culturally appropriate
approaches to HIV/AIDS, viral hepatitis and sexually
transmitted disease (STD) prevention, care and treatment
activities through jurisdiction program examination.

NASTAD utilizes several mechanisms and mediums to
communicate, inform, educate and collaborate with our health
department staff and community partners serving Black/
African American communities including:

e Peer-to-peer technical assistance;

e Technical assistance (TA);

e Surveys and program assessment;

e Meetings;

e Issue briefs and policy documents;

e Trainings; and

e Work groups, committees, and various listservs.

The following is a comprehensive inventory of the resources
available to health departments and community providers
working with Black/African American communities.
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MEETING SUMMARIES

Since 2007, NASTAD has convened several meetings and
forums, specific to Black/African American communities. The
meetings have been with health departments, national and fed-
eral partners and community representatives for the purpose of
synthesizing barriers and facilitators to providing an effective
response to HIV/AIDS and hepatitis as a public health issue.
Key exchanges and ideas are encapsulated in meeting summa-
ries and provide useful information and insights on regions,
topics and specific Black/African American populations.

e Midwest Regional Forum: African American Women
and HIV/AIDS: Confronting the Crisis and Planning
for Action (2007);

e Meeting of National Partners to Address HIV/AIDS in

African American Communities (2007);

¢ Black Gay Men/MSM HIV/AIDS: Confronting the Cri-
sis and Planning for Action (2008);

e Southeast Regional Forum: African American Women

and HIV/AIDS: Confronting the Crisis and Planning
for Action (2009); and

e Black Gay Men and HIV/AIDS: Evaluating Our Prog-
ress to Reverse the Epidemic (2010).

COMPREHENSIVE TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE (TA):

NASTAD provides national leadership to support health
departments in achieving their programmatic goals
through education, TA and capacity building assistance
(CBA) based on peer-to-peer exchange of skills and experi-
ences. NASTAD provides interactive TA with health
departments to identify and remedy gaps in service capac-
ity and delivery. Technical Assistance is tailored to a juris-
diction’s unique, identified need and takes the form of
consistent and strategic exchange of resources with the
jurisdiction through email, conference calls, webinars and/
or one or more site visits. NASTAD is currently providing
comprehensive TA, specific to Black or African/American
communities, in over 17 city/states. Examples of TA pro-
vided to date include:

e Assisting health departments identify and consider
models to build the capacity of indigenous organiza-
tions serving Black/African American communities;

e Expanding HIV testing and linking newly diagnosed
individuals into care;

MINORITY LEADERSHIP

PROGRAM (MLP):

In 2010, NASTAD launched a year-long Minority Leadership
Program intended to build the leadership and management
skills of junior to mid-level racial/ethnic minority staff in state
and local health department HIV/AIDS and viral hepatitis pro-
grams. The program modules include: concepts of leadership
and vision; public health management and human resource
management; understanding and promoting cultural diversity
in the workplace; programmatic strategic planning; communi-
cation (including building and supporting teams, conflict reso-
lution, working with the media and messaging/presentation);
advocacy and coalition building and community planning. The
curriculum includes a thorough grounding in public health and
HIV/AIDS and provides an opportunity to build knowledge in

program areas complimentary to participants’ existing expertise.

WORK GROUPS AND LISTSERVS:

NASTAD udilizes work groups and committees (comprised
of health department prevention, care and treatment, and
viral hepatitis program staff), networking groups (comprised
of HIV/AIDS community stakeholders) and a variety of
listservs to advance Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities
(REHD) priorities.

Technical Assistance Map

NASTAD Technical Assistance Targeting Black/African American Populations
Since 2007
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e Sharing promising models to identify social and sexual
networks and providing home-grown and tailored
interventions; and

® Mobilizing people of color to effectively advocate for
program scale-up at the federal, state and local levels
of government.
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ISSUE BRIEF SERIES:

NASTAD?’s issue briefs provide a succinct, easy to read discussion or summary of
relevant topics or survey data. Several issue briefs have been produced over the
course of the last four years. Here is a listing of issue briefs developed specific to
Black/African American youth, women and men who have sex with men:

¢ Youth Issue Brief 1: HIV/AIDS: Crisis among Young Black
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OTHER DOCUMENTS OF SIGNIFICANCE:

African American Researchers’ Directory
The African American Researchers Directory is a “living
document” of scientists/ researchers who perform work relevant
to Black/African American populations and HIV/AIDS. This
document is intended for:
e State and local health departments, CBOs and other HIV
service providers to access researchers related to specific
Black/African American populations; and

e Individuals looking for collaborative partners in research to
define and develop effective, science-based interventions
for Black/African American populations.

Why We Can’t Wait: The Tipping Point for HIV/AIDS

Among African Americans

NASTAD released this updated version of its 2001 African
American Monograph in 2007. The original document, “H/V/
AIDS: African American Perspectives and Recommendations for
State and Local Health Departments,” was released to increase

synergy between the public health system and African American
communities in order to halt the devastation of HIV/AIDS.
Consistent with NASTAD’s updated strategic map and the
overarching priority of addressing racial/ethnic health
disparities, an ever-changing political landscape, and the advent
of new technologies, this updated monograph seeks to further
heighten the response to HIV/AIDS in African American
communities by calling for coordinated and decisive action
among health departments and the jurisdictions they serve.

A Turning Point: Confronting HIV/AIDS in African
American Communities

In 2005, NASTAD released this Call to Action, which focuses
attention on the devastating impact of HIV/AIDS on African
Americans in the U.S., and calls on state and local health
departments, African American leaders, federal agencies, and
policy makers to strengthen their responses to this public health

crisis.
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TOOLS TO ADVANCE COMMUNITY CHANGE: A POLICY TRAINING

Tools to Advance Community Change is a full-day advo- e Build skills in policy education;

cacy training designed to provide strategies to engage deci- e Increase the use of available data to inform the policy
sion-makers and foster community mobilization. The education process; and

training is also designed to: e Encourage effective policy education efforts.

e Direct specific actions toward coalition building for the
purpose of influencing policy-makers to change health
policies, positions and/or programs;

MEDIA TOOLS: Street Conversations: Black Women'’s
Perspectives on HIV
NASTAD's Black Gay Men’s Podcast Series: In 2010 NASTAD released a video toolkit entitled, Street

Conversations- Black Women's Perspectives on HIV. In 2009,
NASTAD distributed mini personal video recorders to mem-
bers located in selected southern jurisdictions to interview
Black women in their community about the effects of HIV/
AIDS. The video highlights the perspectives of Black women in
the south, and provides an opportunity for health department

Connecting the Dots

NASTAD Podcast: BGM #1
Part one explores the influences of identity, masculinity and
femininity and sexual objectification and mystique of Black

gay men. staff to engage and discuss relevant issues affecting Black

women in their jurisdictions. This resource is intended to foster
NASTAD Podcast: BGM #2 dialogue on strategies to better serve Black women in jurisdic-
Part two of the Connecting the Dots podcast series explores rac- tions. The toolkit consists of a ten minute video and a discus-
ism, gender identity and sexual roles. sion guide for the facilitator, which is ideal for a one-hour

brown bag lunch time discussion.
NASTAD Podcast: BGM #3
Part three of the Connecting the Dots podcast series explores pop Street Conversations-Gay Men and HIV/AIDS:

culture and media. Is Prevention Working?
NASTAD released the video toolkit Street Conversations-Gay
NASTAD Podcast: BGM #4 Men and HIV/AIDS: Is Prevention Working in 2010. In

Part four of the podcast series explores self-value and power and 2010, NASTAD took to the streets and spoke to gay men
about the effects of HIV/AIDS prevention. The video high-

lights the perspectives of gay men in Washington, DC, and
provides an opportunity for health department staff to engage
and discuss relevant issues affecting gay men in their jurisdic-
tions. This resource is intended to foster dialogue on strategies
to better serve gay men in your jurisdiction. The toolkit con-
sists of a ten minute video and a discussion guide for the facili-
tator, which is ideal for a one-hour brown bag lunch time

privilege, and will discuss how all issues covered in the podcast
series work directly and indirectly to influence the health and
wellness of Black gay men.

discussion.
NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF STATE HIV/AIDS and viral hepatitis continue to have a devastat-
& TERRITORIAL AIDS DIRECTORS ing impact on Black and African American communities and
require our full commitment to change the tide of the epidem-
For more information, contact a member of the Racial ics. NASTAD remains steadfast and committed to providing
& Ethnic Health Disparities (REHD) Team: accurate, timely and innovative ideas and solutions, including
Terrance Moore, Associate Director engaging in partnerships that foster and encourage collaboration
Michelle Batchelor, Senior Manager and coordination in order to have a greater impact and com-
Francisco Ruiz, Senior Manager bine resources. An example of this is the Statement of Urgency
Gary Jenkins, Manager issued between NASTAD and the National Coalition of STD
Lynn Shaull, Senior Associate Directors (NCSD) in 2010. The Statement of Urgency high-
amaal Clue, Nicholas A. Rango Fellow lights and emphasizes the need for an aggressive response to the

crisis of HIV/AIDS and STDs among gay and bisexual men of

all races and ethnicities.
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